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DTR MODERN GALLERIES’ AUCTION OF PREMIER MASTERWORKS VALUED AT MORE THAN $1.15M BREAKS SINGLE-SESSION SALES RECORDS
Boston, MA – 24 April 2006 – DTR Modern Galleries of Newbury Street today announced the results of its fine art auction led by world renowned auctioneer Dr. Géza von Habsburg at the podium. Original oils, sculpture, drawings, and prints from a collection valued at more than $1.15M were sold in less than three hours. 
120 lots featured selections from DTR’s famed collection of modern and contemporary works by Arman, Calder, Chagall, Chauve, Christo, Dine, Dufy, Dali, Francis, Haring, Indiana, Kabakov, Katz, Koons, Longo, Magritte, Man Ray, Manet, Matisse, Miro, Pascin, Picasso, Rauschenberg, Segal, Tarkay, Warhol, and Wesselman. Also featured were works by internationally-recognized emerging artists such as Houben R.T. and Assa, as well as surprise lots that included Hockney, Matta, Stella, and Tangy.
Royal Hammer at the Harvard Club
Art lovers, young enthusiasts, blue-chip collectors, and Palm Beach notables returned early to Boston to kick off the art auction season in the ballroom at the Harvard Club.
Former head of Christie’s International and legendary auctioneer Géza von Habsburg (the great-great grandson of Emperor Franz-Joseph of Austria) hammered down winning bids in his inimitable quick-fire manner while keeping the enrapt audience entertained with running commentary during the course of the event, including the hilariously ironic “Yummy!” before opening bids on Salvador Dali’s “Les Caprices Pinces Princiers” of Le Diners de Gala suite.
Enthusiastic crowds filled the ballroom and many bidders were successful acquiring a selection of popular works for a fraction of the retail price: several bidders cleared entire collections by a single artist, such as Indiana’s Book of Love (1996) and Katz’ Pas de Deux (1994). Others approached the bidding process more selectively, traversing artists and movements, with high activity and winning bids reaching well into the five digits. Strong prices were reached for Dali, Christo, Picasso, and Warhol. Select lots were so coveted by attendees as “must-have” pieces that they decided to purchase them at retail prior to going on the auction block.

Throughout the session, enthusiastic competition among bidders in the ballroom as well as on the phones brought applause in the room, particularly with the sale of Picasso’s famed Dream and Lie of Franco Series (“Sueno y Mentira de Franco”; 1937), Vintage Guernica, which had attracted enormous attention prior to the sale.

“This is a great opportunity to showcase post-war and contemporary heavyweights, as well as works not seen before in our Boston gallery,” said DTR President Ted Vassilev. “The exciting response confirms the demand for unique, highly collectible works of art that appeal to enthusiasts of all levels. We are inspired by the enthusiasm exhibited at our auction, and look forward to helping our clientele to build their collections.”

Historic Exhibitions, Rich Provenance, Collectible Masterworks
One particularly noted lot was Pierre-Auguste Renoir’s black patinated bronze, Bust of Venus (circa 1913), that was broadly exhibited worldwide, including the Monaco Musee Oceanographique, Milan Palazo Bandera, Boca Raton Museum of Art, and Puerto Rico Museo de arte de Ponce.

The event featured Jules Pascin’s original oil Etude de Femme (1921), formerly on exhibit at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts. Also on offer was a remarkable group of twenty Picasso etchings and lithographs from the personal collection of Marina Picasso, Pablo Picasso's granddaughter. Dating 1934 – 1971, this assemblage included impressive nudes, bullfighting images, and select images from the Lysistrata Folio.
Among the surprise lots closing the auction were David Hockney’s Untitled for Joel Wachs (1993), and The Marriage in Hawaii of David and Ann (1984), currently on view at DTR Modern Galleries as part of its ongoing show “Hockney and Houben: Interpretations”, running through April 2006.
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Andy Warhol, African Elephant, 1983
Signed and Numbered Screenprint in unique colors on Lenox Museum Board 38” x 38"

Photo credit: © DTR Modern Galleries, Boston 2006
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Pablo Picasso, Dream and Lie of Franco Series Vintage Guernica (Detail), 1937
Signature Stamped and Numbered Etchings with Sugar-Lift Aquatint 23 1/2" x 28"
Photo credit: © DTR Modern Galleries, Boston 2006


About DTR Modern Galleries
Putting 20th Century masters within the reach of art lovers of all levels, DTR Modern Galleries helps build personal collections with some of the most recognized works by artists such as Picasso, Miro, Chagall, Dali, and Warhol, as well as elite contemporary and emerging artists. Founded in New York City, with locations in Boston and Palm Beach, the gallery is at the forefront of the modern art marketplace by offering the most significant privately-held selection of Pop and Surrealist works of art to corporate and private collectors ranging from serious connoisseurs to new enthusiasts. Open from 11.00AM seven days a week, the gallery’s hours are: Monday – Thursday until 7.00PM; Friday and Saturday until 8.00PM; and Sunday until 6.00PM. For more information, visit http://www.dtrmodern.com/.
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